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Our Thanksgiving cover is by Jour- 
nal artist A. Wayne Wilhelm, now of 
Black Mountain, N. C. Mr. Wilhelm’s 
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a passion for the Person of the Lord 
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BRAZIL — Something small, yet un- 
heard of in lands served by missionaries 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
has happened in Brazil. The govern- 
ment has issued a special stamp, com- 
memorating the 100th anniversary of 
Presbyterian work in that country. 
The stamp bears the legend: ‘“Com- 
memorating the Centennial of the Pres- 
byterian Work in Brazil, 1859-1959.” 
Thus in a small, but significant way, 
the tremendous impact of Protestant 
missions in South America is recog- 
nized. Such a gesture would be un- 
usual, even in the U. S.! 





MISSIONARY FACTS 


There are more people living today 
than the sum of all who have pop- 
ulated the earth since the time of 
Adam. 


That is to say, there are more people 
alive today than have died. 


* If we were to evangelize this gen- 
eration, we would be reaching more 
people for Christ than have lived 
until now. 


* Over one half of the people living 
today have never heard the Gospel 
onee. 


At the present rate of missionary 
activity it would take 160 years to 
bear the Gospel to every person now 
living. 


* There are still more than a thousand 
tribes that have no Gospel portions 
in their own tongues. 


Meanwhile, 120,000 souls are going 
into eternity every 24 hours; most 
of them without Christ. 


—Adapted from 
the radio broadcast, 
“New Testament Lights.” 





School Bible Reading Faces Another Review 


Miami Principals Join 
In School Case Defense 

MIAMI, Fla. — (RNS) — Four 
high school principals testified here 
that religious observances in Dade 
County public schools were “educa- 
tional” activities and not religious cer- 
emonies. 


They were among 18 defense wit- 
nesses called in a case testing the con- 
stitutionality of certain religious prac- 
tices in the school system. The trial 
in Dade County Court was resumed 
after a three-months suspension re- 
sulting from a death in the family of 
Judge J. Fritz Gordon. 


Plaintiffs are a Unitarian, an ag- 
nostic and three Jewish parents who 
charge in two companion suits that re- 
ligious practices in the Dade County 
school district are offensive to their 
own beliefs and violate Church-State 
separation. The case is the first full- 
scale attack on all school practices re- 
lated to religion. The defense has 
maintained that no students are com- 
pelled to take part. 





School Bible Reading 
Prompts Atheist’s Exit 


BALTIMORE, Md. — (RNS) — 
A Baltimore woman who admits that 
she and her son are avowed atheists, 
withdrew the 14-year-old boy from 
school in protest against Bible reading 
in his ninth-grade class. 


Mrs. Madalyn Murray said that her 
son, William J. Murray, III, will not 
return to school. She said she will 
go to the Supreme Court, if necessary. 
“I’m determined my son is not going to 
bow down to any concept of what an 
average American is given to be,” she 
said. 


Mrs. Murray said that a 55-year-old 
school board rule which states that 
the Bible or Lord’s Prayer, or both, 
shall be used in opening school exer- 
cises is unconstitutional. 
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PHILADELPHIA — (RNS) — Op- 
ponents of Bible reading in Penn- 
sylvania public schools indicated here 
they would resume their legal fight 
to have the law declared unconstitu- 
tional following action by the U. S. 
Supreme Court vacating a lower tri- 
bunal’s ruling that the statute was in- 
valid. 


Edward L. Schempp of Roslyn, a 
Philadelphia suburb, and his wife, who 
initiated the original suit, said they 
would contest the law, as amended, 
in Federal District Court here. In 
vacating the earlier judgment of the 
District Court, the U. S. Supreme 
Court sent the case back to the lower 
tribunal for further proceedings, as 
the law was amended since the action 
was first instituted. 


The law was amended in 1959 by 
removing that provision that a teacher 
must read from the Bible or be sub- 
ject to discharge. It provides that 
any child may be excused from the 
Bible reading upon written request of 
the parents. 


Attorneys for the Schempps, a Uni- 
tarian couple, contend that the new 
state law is just as unconstitutional as 
the original long-standing measure. The 
school board takes the position that 
the compulsory features of the pre- 
vious regulation have been eliminated. 





South Pole Physician 
Tells of Prayer’s Use 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
Praying plays a part in treating ills 
at the remote South Pole station, a 
Navy physician said here. 


Capt. E. E. Hedblom, now of the 
Naval Medical School, Bethesda, Md., 
in a lecture to the 67th annual meet- 
ing of the Association of Military 
Surgeons of the United States, said 
that in the Antarctic where stations 
are isolated for months at a time and 
no outside help is available from sur- 
geons and other medical specialists, 
the Navy physician must use “prac- 
tical psychiatry” in treating ailments 


and will frequently find it of more 
use in getting a patient back on his 
feet than antibiotics. 


Capt. Helblom, who has practiced 
“practical medicine” at the South 
Pole, told the doctors, “Whether or 
not Santa Claus lives at the North 
Pole is a matter of conjecture, but 
we do know Who lives at the South 
Pole.” 


“Don’t be too proud to pray,” he 
declared. “If you have never met God 
before, you will meet Him in the 
Antarctic.” 





New Dogma on Mary 
Sought by Mexicans 


MEXICO CITY — (RNS) — Arch- 
bishop Manuel Pio Lopez of Veracruz 
reported that a movement initiated 
by Mexican Catholics in 1953 for a 
dogmatic definition of the doctrine 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary is the 
Spiritual Mother of all mankind has 
had “repercussions throughout the 
Catholic world.” 


Archbishop Lopez said that while 
the proposed dogmatic definition con- 
tinues to be a subject of debate among 
theologians, there is every reason to 
hope that Rome will accede to pious 
demands for it. 


Father Jose Gonzalez Brown, dis- 
cussing “The Spiritual Maternity in 
the Holy Scriptures,” quoted many 
passages from the Bible and developed 
the theme that there are “ample testi- 
monies” to warrant defining the dog- 
ma of the universal spiritual maternity 
of Mary. 


Declaring that what the Catholics 
of Mexico desire in these “times of 
crisis for spiritual values” is “a new 
way of life,” Father Gonzalez said 
it is felt that a papal definition of the 
Virgin’s universal maternity would 
achieve this. 





CORRECTION 


A news release about the Board of 
Annuities and Relief appearing in the 
Nov. 16 Journal contained the state- 
ment that the board had been lending 
“money from its investment funds to 
churches for building purposes.” The 
Board and Presbyterian News have 
since reported that this part of their re- 
lease was incorrect. 





Some people are forbearing and 
some are just overbearing. 


Underground Seminary 
Lauded on Anniversary 


BERLIN — (RNS) — Mass media 
joined Church and civic leaders and 
organizations in paying tribute to the 
exciting history of Evangelical The- 
ological College in (West) Berlin on 
its 25th anniversary. 


Radio commentaries and articles in 
the press recalled how the institution, 
which has become one of Protestant- 
ism’s most outstanding pastors’ train- 
ing centers, was banned by the Nazi 
Gestapo two days after it opened in 
1935. Greetings from many German 
and foreign dignitaries expressed ap- 
preciation for the school’s contribu- 
tion in opposing political dictatorship 
and strengthening the spiritual and 
academic life of the country in its 
brief existence. 


Since World War II, the college has 
trained a total of 2,000 pastors, of 
whom some 500 serve in East Ger- 
many. 


Established under the sponsorship 
of the so-called Confessional wing of 
the German Protestant Church, which 
was noted for its strong anti-Nazi stand 
during the Hitler regime, the college 
immediately became a target of the 
Gestapo after the first two lectures 
had been delivered. Both were by 
prominent theologians noted for their 
anti-Nazism and made it clear to the 
authorities that the college was ob- 
viously to become a dangerous anti- 
Nazi stronghold. It was outlawed be- 
fore even formal inauguration services 
could take place. 


But its initiators did not give up. 
They continued their work under- 
ground. A staff of prominent the- 
ologians taught in a variety of the 
most unlikely places — pastor’s bed 
rooms, backrooms of pubs, and attics 
— preferably in houses which had 
second exits through which the attend- 
ing students could leave in case of 
sudden Gestapo raids. For additional 
safety, meeting places were changed 
frequently, and the number of students 
was limited to 10 at each meeting in 
order to reduce Nazi suspicions. 


But even this underground work 
came to an end in 1941 when the Ge- 
stapo finally struck an all-out blow, 
arresting most of the lecturers and 
sentencing them to long prison terms. 


Following the war, the college quick- 
ly resumed its work, spurred especially 
by the acute clergy shortage through- 


out the country. Lectures were first 
held again in private rooms. Later, 
premises in what is now West Berlin 
were made available and remodeled 
for the college with the financial as- 
sistance of German and foreign par- 
ishes. 





Court Asked by Union 
To Uphold Sunday Laws 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The Retail Clerks International Asso- 
ciation (AFL-CIO) has filed an ami- 
cus curiae (friend of the court) brief 
in the United States Supreme Court 
asking the court to uphold the con- 
stitutionality of the Sunday “blue 
laws” which are now before it. 


The court has agreed to review de- 
cisions of the state courts of Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts 
upholding legality of laws requiring 
business enterprises to close on Sun- 
day. 


The union, through its general coun- 
sel, S. G. Lippman, told the court it 
was not concerned with the religious 
issues that have been raised in con- 
nection with the cases, but in the so- 
ciological implications. 


“A community day of rest has long 
been recognized as an invaluable so- 
cial objective by the American work- 
er,” the union told the high court. 
“Sunday is a special day in the life of 
almost every American — regardless 
of his religion.” 


“Sunday is the one day of the week 
when television programs of a su- 
perior quality are available in pub- 
lic affairs, music and literature,” the 
union argued. “Schools, courts, post 
offices, and most public buildings are 
closed on that day.” 


A day of rest accepted by the whole 
community makes a “valuable contri- 
bution to the health of workers, the 
family, and the community,” the union 
declared, adding that a Sunday spent 
together each week in the family helps 
to minimize such social evils as the 
high divorce rate and juvenile de- 
linquency. 





We sit in front of TV and listen 
to Radio, but consider it impossible 


that our Lord’s resurrected body 


should have entered a closed room. 
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A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 


The Christian Thanksgiving 


Text: Philippians 4:6,7. 


There is no better way for the Chris- 
tian to prepare for Thanksgiving than 
to read through at a sitting the book 
of Philippians. The letter is addressed 
to a noble and generous group of 
Paul’s friends in the first church estab- 
lished by him in Europe. Everyone 
likes to be remembered and to have 
some tangible evidence of the affec- 
tion and concern of others. These 
thoughtful Christians at Philippi had 
not been unmindful of the material 
needs of Paul when he was in a near- 
er situation. Now that he is far away 
and in prison, they rise to the occa- 
sion again and send a gift, probably 
of money. It almost cost the life of 
the bearer of the gift, Epaphroditus, 
to make the long trip to Rome and 
place it in Paul’s hands. But the 
gift relieved the prisoner’s necessities 
and was a powerful boost to his morale. 
There are plenty of times when we 
are hungry for something besides 
bread, for kindness and sympathy and 
for love. The super markets of our 
era carry none of these things. They 
are in the possession of understanding 
friends. 


The purpose of this letter, therefore, 
is to express gratitude for the gifts 
sent by these far away friends. Paul’s 
appreciation reaches a climax in Chap- 
ter 4. He concludes the passage by 
saying, “My God shall supply every 
need of yours according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


THANKSGIVING IN 
EVERYTHING 


A prison is a grim and cheerless 
place. To a restless and eager tem- 
perament like Paul, this confinement 
must have been galling. Nevertheless, 
in these straightened circumstances, 
he uses his prison cell as a pulpit. The 
Gospel got a hearing in the guard 
room and in Caesar’s palace. 


Here was a man who had learned 
the great, good lesson of adapting 





himself to his surroundings; to accept 
them without complaint, and to make 
the best of every situation. “I know 
how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound.” In much or in little, in dark 
days and bright days, in rough stages 
of the going and in the smooth, Paul 
had a thankful heart. Above all else, 
he had Christ, and he could do all 
things through Christ Who strength- 
ened him. 


Is not this an attitude to be desired 
and sought after? The Christian voices 
Paul’s faith and outlook in one of his 
hymns, 


“In our sickness and our health, 
In our want and in our wealth, 
If we look to God in prayer, 
God is present everywhere.” 


Again, he sings, “All that Thou 
sendest me in mercy given,” or again, 
“out of my stony griefs, Bethel I'll 
raise.” There is a contradiction be- 
tween the self pitying whines, com- 
mon in many churches, and even in 
the church’s ministry, and the faith 
we profess. The Christian ought cer- 
tainly, in spite of surroundings and 
outlook, to have a reasonably 
happy outlook, a good deal of 
joy, contentment with his lot and ten 
thousand thanksgivings every day. 


People sometimes smiled when the 
elder got to the oft-repeated phrase 
in his prayer, “we thank Thee, Lord, 
that everything is as well with us as 
what it is,” but he had, notwithstand- 
ing, laid hold on a sound Christian 
philosophy of life — a grateful heart 
independent of health or temperament. 


A common fault among Christians is 
to dwell on the gloomy side of life 
and forget in everything to be content. 
So many of us love to magnify the 
dark and unhappy experiences of life, 
to dwell on our sicknesses or troubles, 
to linger in thought on that friend or 
relative who betrayed our confidence. 
As members of Christ we become 
bearers of gloom instead of messengers 
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of joy. And others do not have occa- 
sion to glorify our Father which is in 
heaven on account of us. 


FOR MATERIAL BLESSINGS 


Paul gratefully rejoiced in the gift 
which had eased his burden and 
softened his hardships. Each of us 
has need of food and clothing and 
shelter. Today we have these 
needs abundantly supplied. There is 
an overflowing surplus of good things 
in our land and most of us have 
shared bountifully. For these things 
we rejoice. 


And yet, how can we be content to 
express our thanks for personal and 
national blessings when in country af- 
ter country on this earth people are 
dismal and cold and starving and dis- 
eased? Christian compassion must 
find its outlet. We who have must 
feel the pressure of our obligation to 
share with the needy millions. 


The reason for America’s decline 
may well be traced to the overabun- 
dance of things; to our ease and luxury. 
A recent observer of American greed 
and discontent said, “Whatever you 
have you want something more; where- 
ever you are you want to be some- 
where else.” He was right. The very 
abundance of our blessings has made 
us want more. 


Why do our children show little 
evidence of thankfulness and almost 
no sense of obligation? Is it not be- 
cause they have always lived lives of 
ease with every whim attended to as 
a matter of course? How many boys 
and girls today know anything of com- 
mon chores? How many plough the 
fields, milk the cow, draw water from 
a well or cut and carry wood for the 
fire? How many, indeed, perform the 
common exercise of walking, whether 
to school or to town or to a neighbor’s 
home? 


To be sure the days of the cow and 
the horse and the mule and the labor 





that went with them are gone forever. 
But with them have also gone certain 
disciplines and self-denials that were 


priceless. General Lee once said to 
a woman who held up her child for 
him to touch, “Teach him to deny him- 
self!” And a greater than General 
Lee once said, “If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up the cross and follow me.” 


A good spiritual exercise for each 
of us might be to go over all the 
things we possess and count out those 
that we could dispense with and still 
be thankful and happy. Preoccupied, 
as we are, with things, we may be 
tempted to feel that there is very little 
that we can do without, in fact that 
there are many things we need that we 
don’t have. To get. a good look at 
ourselves in this regard would be a 
healthy thing. 


On the other hand, we may be sur- 
prised to find that there are only a 
few truly indispensable blessings, and 
the Christian has them all — friends 
in Christ, work we are privileged to 
do, forgiveness and acceptance at the 
cross for all our sins and mistakes, and 
eternal hope in Christ. You can make 
your own list or add to this one. 


AND BE NOT ANXIOUS 


Paul introduces his words about 
prayer and thanksgiving by urging his 
friends in Philippi not to be anxious. 
This seems a strange thing for him to 
say in view of the sudden and violent 
death which faced him and all Chris- 
tians at that time. Terrible persecu- 
tion was coming and might occur at 
any moment. Nevertheless the apostle 
urges his friends to face life with 
calm and steady eyes and in a spirit 
of serene confidence. 


It is so easy for worry and anxiety 
to seize us on account of what we read 
and hear in days such as these of great 
national and world peril. We have 
concerns at home and church and in 
business affairs engaging our time and 
strength, and testing our endurance. 
The defeat of anxiety comes when we 
bring God into the picture: “Always, 
in everything make your requests 
known to God in prayer and supplica- 
tion with Thanksgiving.’”’ This is the 
Christian way in every circumstance. 


The world was recently treated to 
the shameful spectacle in the United 
Nations of one who boasted and 
bragged and threatened in coarse and 
intemperate language to destroy with 
his rockets those who stood in his 
path. An Old Testament historian 
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furnishes us with a parallel account 
of Sennacherib’s envoy who sent an 
insulting letter to Hezekiah in Jeru- 
salem. Having read the letter with its 
threat of destruction, the king “went 
up to the house of the Lord and 
spread it before the Lord.” What- 
ever the invading anxiety may be, the 
Christian can always do likewise. It 
is a healing and a helpful thing so 
to do. 


Prayer releases us from anxiety be- 
cause it brings our will in line with 
the will of God. We say, “no” to 
self and “yes” to Him, and as our 
Lord found release and liberation of 
spirit in the garden of agony, so we 
get a calm and serene outlook which 
the world cannot destroy. 


Prayer also, as Archbishop Trench 
remarks in his familiar lines, gives us 
perspective, and the ability to distin- 
guish between the parts of life we can 
control and the parts that lie beyond 
our ability to do anything at all. “The 
duty is ours, the results are God’s” at 
all times and in every situation. It 
would seem that this is what trusting 
God should mean — doing all we can 
to wisely direct and manage events in 
our control, but leaving with God all 
difficulties where we are powerless. 


It should be the Christian’s responsi- : 


bility to lead the best and most useful 
life he can right up to the gates of 
death, and to leave with God the re- 
sponsibility of bringing him into the 
fullness of eternal life on the other 
side. 


All this was Paul’s confidence in 
this letter of Thanksgiving. He con- 
cludes the verses before us by saying, 
“‘so shall God’s peace keep guard over 
your mind and heart.” That made 
sense to these friends in Philippi for 
theirs was a Roman colony and they 
had seen Rome’s soldiers mounting 
guard and patrolling the walls. Even 
so, the Peace of God will hold the 
fort against all intruders. The writer 
does not mean that the Christian will 
escape the battle, or that he will have 
a cheap and easy passage through the 
troubles and tangles of life. He rather 
means something far better — that 
when troubles and anxieties and wor- 
ries come like a flood, the soul will 
stand triumphant because God Him- 
self will garrison, and His peace will 
guard the doors. 

Thanks be to God! 


* 


Dr. Gordon is pastor of the First 
Church, Gainesville, Fla. 


Bad and Good Glasses 


look at life through many 
colored glasses. Some, for 
instance, use the ones made famous 
by the old song, “Looking at Life 
Through Rose-Colored Glasses.”’ Either 
they just do not want to see the seamy 
side of life, or self-interest prevents 
them from doing so. They miss a lot, 
for this life was never meant to be 
all rosy, especially for a Christian. 


People 
different 


The pessimist uses dark glasses and 
everything looks black to him. The 
gloom is thick and he misses joy en- 
tirely, for it is eliminated by the 
smoked glass. 


The green glass gazers spend their 
lives envying others, and the hard 
glass wearers see everything through 
sophisticated and often cynical eyes. 
They look at life and never see it. 
To them a painting is just a picture 
and not the outpouring of an artist’s 
soul, and a child is a troublesome brat 
and not a creation of God, made in 
His own image. 


NOVEMBER 23, 


COL. ROY LeCRAW 


Had you ever thought that God 
through Christ offers us some won- 
derful glasses? We must put them 
on voluntarily, but when we _ look 
through them the whole world changes. 
Our vision becomes perfect—the ugly 
becomes beautiful, the drab colorful, 
and the ordinary changes to extra- 
ordinary. 


The devil, who has been furnishing 
us with his dark, green or hard glasses, 
can fool us no longer, and we can 
now tell the imitation from the genu- 
ine and our eyesight carries beneath 
the surface of the superficial things of 
life and we observe the real, the fine, 
the Godly things which were there 
all the time but we just didn’t have 
our glasses on. 


Oh, Christians, how long will we 
stay blind? How long will we try to 
see life through our visionless eyes 
while God offers us His perfect, 
horizonless, sin-filtering, heaven-per- 
ceiving ones? 


1960 
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Basic doctrines of the Reformed faith— 


THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


There could be no better sign of 
spiritual life in a congregation than 
’ a sustained interest in doctrinal study. 
| When people show that they desire to 
learn what the Bible teaches, what 
they are supposed as Christians to be- 
lieve, then they are spiritually alive, 
they are growing in grace. 


Our present assignment is to think 
about the perseverance of the saints. 
The Scripture portion is John 10:27- 
30: “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me. And 
I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand. I and my Father are one.” 


Let this be our outline: The Shep- 


herd’s Voice, The Shepherd’s Gift, 
The Shepherd’s Hand. 


a 


I. “My Sheep hear my voice.” 


The voice of Christ is penetrating. 
It has pierced the centuries, reached 
the ends of the earth, sounded through 
walls of sophistication and unbelief 
and indifference to make an entrance 
even into our own stubborn hearts. 


The voice of Christ is self-identify- 
ing. We can construct a massive ar- 
gument for the truthfulness of Scrip- 
ture, 


the Bible is a unique book and de-§ 


serves to be called God’s Book. But 
when all is said and done — and it is 
an eloquently persuasive saying and a 


truly formidable intellectual doing —]}- 


the issue is settled for us because 
there sounds in this Book a voice that 
identifies itself, as it speaks, as the 
very voice of the Lord. The Holy 
Spirit who inspired the Word has 
worked through the Word, so that we 


~ —— . 


our Shepherd effectually calling us to 
Himself. 


His, moreover, 
inspiring voice. 
ahead with its uncertainties and in- 





is a confidence- 







evitable problems. How can we pos- 
sibly manage to live the Christian life? 
How can we be sure of holding out? 
The Shepherd knows His sheep in their 
weakness. The tone of His voice be- 
speaks His strength, We hear and 
are not afraid to commit all our hope 
to Him. He will guide us faithfully 
and well. 


I have a particular word now for 
young people. You belong to many 
groups: the crowd you go to school 
with, the crowd you play with, the 
family, older folk whom you admire 
and like to talk to, companions of the 
mind found in favorite reading. They 
all have something to say. They all 
directly or indirectly offer you guid- 
ance. Write this in your memory in- 
delibly. The voice above all voices to 
hear and always all your life through 
to heed is the voice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. All the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge are in Him. He is the guide 
and teacher incomparable. Listen to 
Him when He speaks through your par- 
ents. Listen to Him when He speaks 
through your teachers. Listen to Him 
when He speaks through the materials 
you read. Never listen receptively to a 
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voice that speaks contrary to what 
He has said, as recorded in Scripture. 
His is the supreme wisdom. What He 
says is absolutely true. Never, never, 
forget that. Always apply this verse 
to yourself: “My sheep hear my 
voice”; always remember that you be- 
long to Christ and so be ever alert 
to hear the voice of your true Shep- 
herd. 


Il. “I give unto them eternal life”; 
this is the Shepherd’s gift. 


The specific subject before us is 
the perseverance of the saints. We 
all know that in Scripture the term 
“saints” means Christians or true be- 
lievers in Christ. Perseverance is some- 
times also called eternal security. Again 
you may hear it defined by the phrase 
“once saved always saved.” I prefer 
to state the idea thus: when God gives 
salvation to a person, God is absolute- 
ly certain to hold that person in His 
keeping and to bring that person at 
last to Heaven. 


How can we think otherwise on the 
matter when we hear Jesus say that 
right here and now He gives His sheep 
eternal life: The phrase “eternal life” 
carries the meaning of the persever- 
ance of the saints. He gives them a 
new quality of life, that’s true. But 
unmistakably the new life is to en- 
dure forever. 


Consider a sampling of other Scrip- 
ture passages that say the same thing. 
There is Hebrews 10:14 — “He hath 


‘I by one offering perfected forever 


them that are sanctified.” So the 


“4 death of Christ has gained the perfect- 


ing of the saints. There is the golden 


= chapter, Romans 8 — “Whom he did 


foreknow, He also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of His 
Son ... Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? .. I am per- 
suaded that (nothing) shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
So was Paul convinced; maybe we had 
better be too. 
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There is John 17 and Christ’s prayer 
for His disciples and their future con- 
verts — “I will that those whom Thou 
hast given Me be with Me where I 
am, that they may behold My glory.” 
So has Christ decreed. Who can ar- 
gue against Him? There is Philippians 
1:6 — “He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ.” So what God 
begins He finishes. 


Consider how this doctrine fits in- 
to the system of faith. Have we not 
recently been speaking of election? 
So then if God from eternity chose a 
people, individually known, who should 
come to be His, isn’t it obvious that 
they are going to be with Him to the 
end? Perseverance of the saints. 


Have we not been speaking about 
the limited design of the atonement? 
If then, when our Lord died upon the 
cross He did everything that was neces- 
sary to bring His own to Heaven, will 
they not most surely get there? Per- 
severance of the saints. 


Have we not been talking about ir- 
resistible grace, the necessity because 
of our spiritual deadness in the state 
of unbelief of the Holy Spirit’s work- 
ing with the Word effectually in our 
hearts that we might be enabled to 
turn to Christ? So then if He has 
imparted to us the new birth and 
spiritual life, do you think that He 
will cancel it? Perseverance of the 
saints. 


We often have mentioned adoption, 
how we were aliens and strangers and 
far off from God, how God sought us, 
how Christ died for us, how love came 
to us, how for the sake of Jesus the 
great God adopted us into His family: 
“He came unto His own and His own 
received Him not. But as many as 
received Him, to them gave He the 
power to be called the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His 
Name.” Will God then disown us? 
Perseverance of the saints. 


We talk about union with Christ: 
“T have been crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live; yet not I but 
Christ liveth in me.” Is it conceivable 
that the union between Christ and we 
who have been joined to Him is ever, 
like a cord, to be cut? Perseverance 
of the saints. 


Salvation by grace is the grand 
theme of the Gospel. “By grace ye 
are saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
Is God, as the little boy would say it, 
“an Indian giver,” to grant salvation 
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and then snatch it away? 
ance of the saints. 


Persever- 


Objections have been offered to this 
doctrine, as we know. Perseverance 
is peculiarly open to abuse, it is al- 
leged. Now almost any doctrine can 
be twisted so as to lead to abuse. 
The abuse charged in the present in- 
stance is that if a man is taught that 
once he is saved he is sure to go to 
Heaven in the end, he will let down 
his standards of behavior, perhaps ev- 
en to the point of license. If grace is 
so free and abundant, let sin be the 
more committed that grace may come 
the more abundantly! 


Paul deals with this very objection 
in the Letter to the Romans. He de- 
nounces the attitude of self-indulgence. 
He points out that we are saved not in 
sin but from sin. Not to turn persist- 
ently from sin is to show an improper 
understanding of salvation. Saving 
grace is to have an outcome in holiness 
of life and obedience to God’s re- 
vealed will. If this is not the case, 
then it may be doubted that one has 
truly experienced salvation. 


And yet Scripture is fully aware 
of the imperfections that continue in 
the Christian throughout this life. 
Spurgeon aptly likened our situation 
to a sea voyage. The ocean may often 
become turbulent, so that the passenger 
falls on the deck, perhaps even again 
and again. But he will never fall over- 
board; the high and sturdy rails of the 
grace of God will see to that. 


Two notable personalities of Scrip- 
ture come to mind at once. By his 
compound sin of adultery and murder 
David has given often occasion to the 
enemies of God to blaspheme. Yet 
he was truly a believer. For when 
the prophet of God rebuked him, David 
confessed his crimes and deeply re- 
pented. Psalm 51 discloses the depth 
and certifies the truth of his repent- 
ance. 


And there is Peter. How confident- 
ly he boasts that he at least will 
never forsake his Master. But three 
times over, and with cursing and swear- 
ing, Peter, turned timorous before a 
serving girl, denies that he knows 
Jesus. What a shocking and terrible 
sin. But Christ in love and grace 
restored him and commissioned Peter 
anew to be a leader in the Church. 
Perseverance of the saints. 


When it occurs that one who has 
seemed to be a Christian utterly dis- 
appoints expectations, the comment of 
John comes to the help of our under- 


standing: “They went out from us, 
but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us. But they went 
out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us.” Yes, 
perseverance of those truly God’s 
saints. 


Ill. “My sheep .. . shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.” 


Our point should now be clinched: 
the Christian is held in the mighty 
hand of Christ Himself. Who or what 
can pry loose His fingers? 


A young person was asked how she 
knew she was going to go to Heaven. 
Her reply was made in terms of our 
text. Suppose, though,” she was 
asked, “you should slip through Christ’s 
fingers?” “Oh,” she answered, “I’m 
one of the fingers.” Not a perfect 
retort, for we do not, of course, be- 
come a part of Christ; but not a bad 
retort either, for her confidence in 
the keeping power of Christ was well 
based. 


It is the Lord Jesus’ pledge to pre- 
serve and keep His own. The Book of 
Hebrews echoes this saying when it 
declares: “He is able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him.” The Shepherd who made the 
pledge has the power to keep it. His 
hand is the hand of omnipotence. 


Let me say something to the un- 
saved person. Perhaps you have been 
holding back, thinking that the Chris- 
tian life is very hard to live. Well, 
so it is; more is demanded than you 
can possibly bring to it. But now un- 
derstand this. The Christian life is first 
of all receiving Christ as your Saviour 
from sin. He also receives you and 
takes you into His hand. He has pow- 
er for the present need, power for 
next year, power for every year of 
your life — power to keep hold of you, 
power to help you. Trust Him now, 
freely, confidently. 


Let me say something to the careless 
Christian. How unsatisfactory a way 
to be: enough Christianity to main- 
tain your claim to belong to the church, 
not enough to be working at it and 
enjoying it. All the while, however, 
you have been held in the hand of the 
Lord. Why don’t you recognize the 
fact and really start in to become 
closely acquainted with Him? 


Let me say something to the faith- 
ful Christian. Take even new heart. 
(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 


HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Ir., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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BDIJOHTALS 


The Reformed Doctrine of the Real Presence 


One of the most interesting (and 
significant) aspects of Calvin’s thought 
is related to the answer the Reformer 
gave to the question: “How is Christ 
present in the Lord’s Supper?” No 
series of studies in Reformed theology 
would be complete without a considera- 
tion of this subject. 


Students of theology will remember 
that this issue was one of the defini- 
tive issues of the Reformation. The 
Roman Catholic answered the question 
with the doctrine of Transubstantia- 
tion: the bread and the wine are 
changed into the actual body and blood 
of Christ in the Mass. The Lutheran 
answered the question with the doc- 
trine of Consubstantiation: the bread 
and the wine remain bread and wine 
while being, at the same time, the ac- 
tual body and blood of Christ. And 
it was on this single point that Luther 
and Calvin failed to agree. 


Calvin taught that the bread and 
the wine remain bread and wine, with 
Christ spiritually present to be spirit- 
ually received. 


But there is much more to Calvin’s 
view than a simple explanation of the 
meaning of the Sacrament. In this 
view is discernible the Reformed doc- 
trine of the Means of Grace, a tre- 
mendously important doctrine for Ed- 
ucation, for Evangelism and for Mis- 


sions. 


Precisely how is Christ present in 
the Supper? The answer to that is 
the same answer to another, more gen- 
eral question: Precisely how is the 
grace of God given and received? 


With God above and man below, just 
how do the two come together? How 
is contact established between man and 
his Master? How does the Holy Spirit 
gain an entrance into the human heart? 


Calvin answered this crucial ques- 
tion with his doctrine of the Means of 
Grace. God indeed meets man through 
the Means He has appointed. There 
are “‘connecting links” through which 
grace is bestowed, by which men are 
regenerated and brought into the fam- 
ily of God. 
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The Roman Catholic Church, of 
course, identifies the Means of Grace 
with the Sacraments of the Church: 
those ordinances which, dispensed by 
the Church, bestow every necessary 
spiritual benefit upon those who worth- 
ily receive them. As the Keeper of 
the Keys, the Roman Church sees it- 
self as dispensing or withholding the 
blessing of God at will, in the admin- 
istration (or withholding) of the Sac- 
raments. 


Calvin recognized that no ordinance 
of the Church could be counted as be- 
stowing the blessing of God in a me- 
chanical fashion. He observed, on the 
other hand, that there was a “connect- 
ing link” between God and man which 
had a distinct, observable effect on 
man’s spiritual condition when prop- 
erly used. This “link” was the Word 
of God, His revelation of Himself. To 
all practical purposes identified with 
the Bible, God’s Word produced no- 
table results in the lives of those with 
whom it came into contact. 


For Calvin, the Word of God be- 
came the primary Means of Grace. In 
the recent words of Queen Elizabeth 
to the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland: “Holy Writ was liberated 
to the people and as a result the Word 
of God was revealed again as a force 
to be reckoned with in the affairs of 
both public and private life.” 


What does this conception imply? 
That God is in His Word in some me- 
chanical fashion? No. That there is 
something sacred about a collection of 
words on a printed page? No. That 
a Book deserves to be worshipped? No. 


This conception implies that a Word 
can be (and is) the divinely appoint- 
ed Means of Grace. It is to say that 
in the preaching, teaching, learning of 
the Word, God speaks to the human 
heart by His Holy Spirit, efficaciously. 
It is to imply that the point of contact 
between God and man is His truth, 
to be appropriated not because truth 
has a saving effect of itself but be- 
cause the Holy Spirit uses that truth 
as the means to accomplish His saving 
work. 
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Now we can understand the Calvin- 


istic position respecting the Lord’s 
Supper and, conversely, the Calvinistic 
position in Christian Education, Evan- 
gelism and Missions. The bread and 
the wine never become anything more 
than bread and wine. There is noth- 
ing magical about them, or especial- 
ly sacred, as bread and wine. But 
when received in a worthy manner, 
they serve as Means of Grace, through 
which Christ Himself is received. 


And the Bible is not a magical or 
sacred Book in any worshipful sense. 
But as the Word of God, when ap- 
proached in faith, it leads to regenera- 
tion and growth in grace. The words, 
“For God so loved the world that He 
gave . ’ are after all only words. 
But when they strike the ear they in- 
duce palpitations of the heart. Why? 
Because they are used by the Holy 
Spirit as His means to 


gain an en- 


trance. 


Thus, beginning with Calvin’s doc- 
trine of the Real Presence, we con- 
clude: There’s no substitute for the 
solid content of the Bible — the Word 
of God — in Christian 
Evangelism, Missions. 


Education, 





Thanksgiving and 
Child Care 


The Thanksgiving Season is tradi- 
tionally the time when we all remem- 
ber the work being done in the seven- 
teen Children’s Homes and other like 
institutions supported by the Synods, 
Presbyteries and congregations of our 
Church. 


Considerations of Child Care remind 
us that there is a revolution going on 
in this area, comparable to that revolu- 
tion going on in other areas of social 
service. Today a great many thinking 
people are sincerely of the opinion that 
the Church should get out of the busi- 
ness of aid to dependent children 
through formal Home care. 


There are Synods and Presbyteries 
of our Church that have dropped the 
Child Care programs they once sup- 
ported and have made no move to 
take up the responsibility again. Min- 
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isters and laymen here and there are 
vocal in the opinion that modern wel- 
fare agencies handle the needs of de- 
pendent children so well that the 
Church has no further need to con- 
cern itself with this service. In short: 
many people are saying, “‘Let’s close 
our orphanages and let the state take 
care of the children.” 


Now this attitude has come about 
quite naturally, in the course of the 
modern social revolution which has 
tended to put more and more of the 
responsibility for social service into 
the hands of the state. We seem to 
be moving towards a time when all so- 
cial services may conceivably be per- 
formed by the state. 


We are reminded that at one time 
the Church performed all of the func- 
tions of education. All schools were 
run by the Church. Then gradually 
the state took over education until no 
schools were run by some Churches. 
Today the trend is reversing itself. 
We have come to recognize that if ed- 
ucation isn’t Christian, it isn’t the ed- 
ucation we want our children to have. 


Now wide awake to its responsibili- 
ties in the field of education, our 
Church is spending literally millions of 
dollars to develop and improve its 
schools and colleges. We are spending 
thousands of dollars on secondary 
schools and grade schools. Local con- 
gregations are going beyond the kin- 
dergarten level in their educational 
programs and offering primary and 
secondary school education related to 
the church and controlled by the 
church. 


Now! If it is worth millions of dol- 
lars to give young people a Christian 
education what is it worth to take a 
child when it is young and exercise 
the privilege of its total care and up- 
bringing until it is of an age to take 
its place in the world? 


The Roman Church declares that if 
a child is placed in its care until that 
child is six years of age, the child will 
forever after remain a Roman Catholic. 
Consequently that Church welcomes 
every opportunity to take under its 
care dependent children whom it can 





Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


STABILITY 


The witness of Christians is no more 
effective than the depth of their own 
Christian faith and commitment. Of 
course one’s witness depends on the 
Presence and power of the Holy Spirit, 
but He cannot use a compromised 
Christian life. 


By sad experience we all know there 
have been times when the joy of our 
salvation has been reflected in our 
lives to the blessing of others, only 
to have that joy recede and frustra- 
tion take its place. 


Disintegration of one’s Christian ex- 
perience, joy and power is to be ex- 
pected unless we recognize that we 
are in a desperate battle, that our 
enemy is the Enemy of Souls and that 
he has at his command all of the 
forces of evil. 


This is not to imply that one’s status 
as a true child of God can be altered 
once we have accepted Christ as Sa- 
viour. But it is to affirm an experi- 
ence only too common to Christians— 


the loss of fellowship with Christ 
through sin, and the accompanying 
loss of spiritual joy and power. 

The steps of disintegration are 
many. Among them is trust in any 


other than Christ Himself. Trust in 
self, in wealth or education, or trust 
in men and organizations can lead us 
into serious difficulties. Whenever 
we start walking alone we have start- 
ed a dreary journey to spiritual failure. 
It is the daily walk in close fellow- 
ship with the Lord through prayer 
and Bible study which brings strength 
and wisdom for every task. 


Another step in the disintegration 
of the Christian’s life is conformity 
to the world. The standards of the 
world and those of the Christian must 
vary in the moral and spiritual realm 
for one is from above, the other of 
this earth. 


An undue concern with the immedi- 
ate as compared with the eternal is 
another source of spiritual disintegra- 
tion. It goes without saying that Chris- 
tians should be good citizens but we 
must never lose our perspective, see- 
ing in their right place the things 
which are temporal and those which 
are eternal whenever our concern cen- 
ters chiefly in worldly advantages our 
spiritual vision inevitably begins to 
dim. 


There is no more deadly danger for 
the Christian than compromise with 
Satan. It may be at the point of a 
decision which seems trivial at the 
time, but if a moral or spiritual issue 
is involved compromise brings sorrow 
and loss of power. 


These and many other causes of 
loss of contact with our Lord exact 
their toll in personal joy and Christian 
witness. The one way to avoid such 
mistakes is a daily — yes, continual— 
maintenance of communication with 
the Giver and Sustainer of our Faith, 
Christ Himself. Not only is it possible 
to live in close communion with Him, 
it is the right and natural way for 
Christian living. In this way the joy 
of our salvation is a continuing bless- 
ing and the effectiveness of our wit- 
ness is assured. 





rear within its own culture and tradi- 
tion. 


Surely the principle will be acknowl- 
edged by Presbyterians! Can there be 
any greater privilege than that of tak- 
ing a child and rearing that child in 
the Lord? We spend thousands of dol- 
lars to develop camp and conference 
sites in order to offer young people 
a brief educational opportunity dur- 
ing the summer. We spend thousands 
of dollars on other aspects of Christian 
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education. Surely it is worth whatever 
it costs to bring young lives into the 
Kingdom and rear them in the nurture 
and the admonition of the Lord. 


Just as there is always a place for 
a Christian college in a culture domi- 
nated by state schools, so there will al- 
ways be a place for a Presbyterian 
Home for Children in a culture domi- 
nated by State Welfare Programs. 


Give to your Home for Children 
this Thanksgiving! 





1960 


SUNDAY SC 


CSS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 4, 1960 


God’s Covenant of Love 


Bible Material: Jeremiah 31; Luke 1:67-68; Romans 8 
Devotional Reading: Hebrews 9:11-15 


A covenant is an agreement between two or more 
persons. There are many covenants recorded for us 
in the Bible where God made a compact between Him- 
self and one or more persons. He made a covenant 
with Adam and Eve commonly called “The Covenant 
of Works.” He promised divine blessings upon them 
if they obeyed. The penalty for disobedience was 
death: “In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.” This included the death of the body, but 
far worse, the death or separation of the soul from 
God. We see both penalties in men today. 


“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
mayest not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16,17). We 
know the sad story of the fall of man. Eve, tempted 
by the serpent, ate of the forbidden fruit, and gave 
to her husband and he ate also. In consequence of 
this disobedience, the covenant of works was broken, 
and mankind fell into an estate of sin and misery. 
Death passed upon all men. 


God made a covenant with Noah: “But with thee 
will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come 
into the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sons’ wives with thee” (Gen. 6:18). “And God spake 
unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, 
behold, I establish My covenant with you, and with 
your seed after you; and with every living creature 
that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of 
every beast of the earth with you: from all that go out 
of the ark, to every beast of the earth. And I will 
establish My covenant with you; neither shall all flesh 
be cut off anymore by the waters of a flood; neither 
shall there anymore be a flood to destroy the earth. 
And God said, This is the token of the covenant which 
I make between Me and you and every living creature 
that is with you for perpetual generations: I do set 
My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between Me and the earth” (Gen. 9:8-13). 


God made a gracious covenant with Abram. Turn 
to Genesis 17 and read some of the verses: “And when 
Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord ap- 
peared to Abram, and said unto him, “I am the AI- 
mighty God: walk before Me and be thou perfect. And 
I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his 
face: and God talked with him, saying, “behold, My cov- 
enant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 


we 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called 
Abram, but thy name shall be called Abraham; for a 
father of many nations have I made thee. And I will 
make thee exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations 
of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will 
establish My covenant between Me and thee and thy 
seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the 
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession: and J 
will be their God.” The token of this covenant was 
circumcision. This covenant with Abraham is a very 
important one, and shows the love and grace of God. 
It was renewed with Isaac and Jacob. 


God made a very solemn covenant with Israel at 
Mount Sinai. Here we have one of the most dramatic 
and awe-inspiring scenes in the Old Testament. God 
revealed Himself to Moses in the mount which trembled 
and smoked at His presence. He gave to His people 
His holy law and the pattern for the tabernacle which 
they were to build. He revealed in type and symbol 
the plan of salvation, for the offerings and sacrifices 
all pointed to Christ the Lamb of God who should take 
away the sins of the world. If we read and study the 
book of Hebrews we will see the meaning of all the 
ceremonial Law. Our devotional reading (Hebrews 
9:11-15) says: “But Christ being come an high priest 
of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, 
but by His own blood He entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh; how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered Him- 
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause 
He is the mediator of the New Testament (covenant), 
that by means of death, for the redemption of the trans- 
gressions that were under the first testament, they which 
are called might receive the promise of eternal in- 
heritance.” Jesus told His disciples that the cup was 
the blood of the new covenant which was shed for the 
remission of sins. 


Our Larger Catechism has a good deal to say about 
the Covenant of Grace. Let me quote some from it, 
beginning with the answer to question 30: “Doth God 
leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and 
misery?” “God doth not leave all men to perish in 
the estate of sin and misery . . . but of His mere love 
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and mercy delivereth His elect out of it, and bringeth 
them into an estate of salvation by the second covenant, 
commonly called the covenant of grace.” The covenant 
of grace was made with Christ as the Second Adam, 
and in Him with all the elect as His seed. For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 


“How is the grace of God manifested in the second 
covenant?” “The grace of God is manifested in the 
second covenant, in that He freely provideth and of- 
fereth to sinners a mediator, and life and salvation by 
Him, and requiring faith as the condition to interest 
them in Him...” “The covenant of grace was ad- 
ministered under the Old Testament, by promises, 
prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the passover, and 
other types and ordinances; which did all fore-signify 
Christ then to come, and were for that time sufficient 
to build up the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, 
by whom they then had full remission of sin and eternal 
salvation.” 


“Under the New Testament . . . the same covenant 
of grace was, and still is to be, administered in the 
preaching of the Word, and the administration of the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper...” “The 
only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who being the eternal Son of God, of 
one substance and equal with the Father, in the full- 
ness of time became man, and so was, and continues 
to be, God and man, in two entire distinct natures, 
and one person, forever.” “Christ, the Son of God, 
became man by taking to Himself a true body, and a 
reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her 
substance, and born of her, yet without sin.” 


“It was requisite that the Mediator who was to rec- 
oncile God and man, should Himself be both God and 
man, and this in one person...” “Our Mediator was 
called Jesus, because He saveth His people from their 
sins.” ‘“‘(He) is called Christ because He was anointed 
with the Holy Ghost above measure; and so set apart, 
and fully furnished with all authority and ability to 
execute the office of prophet, priest, and king of His 
church . . .” You can see from these quotations that 
God’s plan of salvation is wrapped up in this Covenant 
of Love and Grace. 


I. A New Covenant: 


Jeremiah lived in a sad time for Israel for it was a 
time of captivity. But in the midst of the gloom the 
prophet holds out the hope of restoration and future 
blessing. In spite of their sin God loved His people 
and He promised a new covenant with them: “The 
Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore 
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. For the Lord 
hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the 
hand of him that was stronger than he. And there is 
hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children 
shall come again to their own border. So will I watch 
over them to build and to plant, saith the Lord. Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the 
house of Jacob. I will put My law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be My people . . . for I will forgive 
their iniquity and remember their sin no more.” This 


Jeremiah 31. 


will be a glorious time for God’s chosen people and 
for the world as a whole. 


II. Some Blessings of this Covenant of Love and 
Grace: Romans 8. 


I shall only have space to call attention to some of 
the sentences in this beautiful chapter which has been, 
and is, the comfort and stay of God’s children: “There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” We have been set free. But we are 
free to walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh: 
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.” We therefore become His children, 
members of His family: “And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified to- 
gether .. . And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God.” We become “more 
than conquerors through him that loved us.” And 
we also know that “nothing shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” What a glorious privilege to be under the 
Covenant of Love and Grace! 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Second Semester Begins January 30, 1961 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 


Maxton North Carolina 
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YOUTH WORK 


FOR DECEMBER 4, 1960 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





How To Tell It 


Scripture—I Chronicles 9:16-23 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Rescue the Perishing” 
“Go Labor on, Spend and Be Spent” 
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Last 
week our program was about the Presbyterian Mission 
to the nation. We said that our mission is to tell the 
Christian message to the nation, and we tried to discover 
just exactly what that message is. This week we are 
talking about methods — methods of telling our story 
to the nation. 


If our story is to be told as it should be, every member 
of the church must do his part, and that includes the 
young people. We have a very important part in this 
mission to the nation. It very often proves to be 
the case that young people can reach other young peo- 
ple more effectively than anyone else. Some of the 
methods we shall be talking about can be used by any- 
one, anywhere, but we are thinking about them with 
special reference to their value in helping us as young 
people reach other young people for Christ. 


After five of our members give us five different sug- 
gestions, we will decide on some specific steps which 
our group can take towards this goal of making Christ 
known. 


FIRST SPEAKER: The most basic thing we can 
do in any work for Christ is to pray. If we want power 
and effectiveness as the Lord’s witnesses, we must pray 
for it. If we want to see some of our unbelieving friends 
put their trust in Christ, we must pray for them. Many 
of us are timid about talking to another about the 
Lord, but we can all pray. It has been said that if 
we talk to the Lord about our friends, we will soon 
find ourselves talking to our friends about the Lord. 


In the matter of prayer there are some very practical 
considerations which we must bear in mind. (1) We 
ought to be definite in our prayers, perhaps making 
a list of people and objects to be prayed for every day. 
(2) We ought to pray regularly. This means having 
a time and probably a place for prayer in every day. 
(3) Prayer must be made in faith if it is to be effective. 
When we pray, we must have confidence in the Lord, 
expecting Him to hear and answer our prayers accord- 
ing to His wisdom and will. No one can tell the Chris- 
tian story very effectively who is not faithful in prayer. 


SECOND SPEAKER: An effective way of reaching 
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people for Christ is to be increasingly active and faith- 
ful in the church, because the Church is the body which 
has the special task of telling the story. Our faithful- 
ness to the church testifies that we think that what 
the church does is important. When we talk about 
faithfulness to the church, what do we mean? Well, 
certainly we mean being regular in attendance and be- 
ing ready to do whatever we are asked to do. 


In our youth organizations within the church, we 
young, people are given opportunities to speak for the 
Lord. “ It is here that we take part in the programs 
and may have “our say.” It is here that we can most 
naturally tell what Christ means to us and what we 
believe He will mean to others. 


THIRD SPEAKER: We are all familiar with the 
proverb “What you are speaks so loudly that I cannot 
hear what you say.” This really suggests that we are 
saying something about Christ in every deed of our 
lives. We say that Christians are “transformed per- 
sons,” but often it is very hard to see much evidence 
of transformation in the lives of those who call them- 
selves Christians. The point is this: we tell our story of 
the loving, saving Lord in every deed of our lives. 
Are we faithful and accurate in the story we are spell- 
ing out in the lives that we live? Can others see our 
faith at school, at parties, at home? 


FOURTH SPEAKER: Still another way of telling 
the Christian story is the way of friendship. The Good 
News which we believe and tell is the Good News of 
God’s love for sinners. Are we demonstrating that 
love in our dealings with other young people? There 
is a great temptation to be thoroughly satisfied with 
our Own group just as it is. In every school and com- 
munity there are young people who need Christ. We 
honestly want them to become Christians, do we not? 
What have we done, and what are we doing to show 
our genuine interest and concern for them? Do they 
know that we are anxious to include them in our fellow- 
ship, or do our actions seem to say we would be just 
as happy if they stayed away? Christ was the friend 
of sinners, and if we want to win others to Him, we 
must show the same kind of loving concern He did. 


FIFTH SPEAKER: The most effective method 
young people can use in telling the Christian story to 
other young people is the person-to-person contact. 
This is what people used to mean when they talked 
about “personal work.” The New Testament tells of 
a number of people who became Christians by means 
of the person-to-person method. 


In order to do this kind of work, we need to know 
the basic things the Bible says about sin, the Saviour, 
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and salvation. 
be saved and how 


to have the same joy you have. 


trying to answer his objections. 


Satan tries to make us think this person-to-person 
He does this because he knows 
It is a method which young 


work is very hard. 
how very effective it is. 


We need to know why people need to 
they can be saved. 
to go about it is to go to a person in whom you are 
interested and for whom you have prayed and tell him 
what Christ has done for you and that you want him 
If you get into an argu- 
ment about religion or the Bible, you are not very like- 
ly to help the person, and you may fall into difficulty 
But he cannot very 
well argue with what the Lord has done for you, and 
he will not want to argue if you can make it clear that 
you have a loving concern for his happiness. 


The best way 
have tried it. 


fective way? 


board. 


people have used with great success, and the main 
reason that it has not succeeded more is that so few 


PROGRAM LEADER: Having heard these ideas, 
what are some specific steps we can take through our 
organization to tell our Christian story in a more ef- 


(As suggestions are made write them on the chalk- 
Here are some questions to get you started: 
(1) How can the group encourage more faithful prayer? 
A youth prayer meeting? 


(2) How can your group or- 


ganize for showing friendship to those you want to 


” 


(3) 


reach? 


adult?) 


How can you provide training for person- 
to-person workers? 


A class taught by an experienced 








PLATFORM SPEAKER NAMED 
FOR WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The Board of 
Women’s Work, at its October meet- 
ing, heard that Dr. Suzanne de Deit- 
rich, prominent lay theologian from 
Paris, will be the platform hour speak- 
er at the Montreat Women’s Confer- 
ence next July. She will also be on 
the staff of the Richmond lay school 
of theology in August. 


The board also: 


Heard that Miss Janie McGaughey’s 
history of the Women of the Church, 
“On the Crest of the Present,” will 
go to the printer soon, with Feb. 1 
set as the publication date. 


—Adjusted secretarial and _ clerical 
staff salaries upward to bring them 
in line with the prevailing scale of 
local businesses. 

Adopted statements of tribute to two 
retiring field workers, Mrs. Arena L. 
Devarieste and Miss Ruth Hillhouse. 
—Noted that there have been 13,000 
more subscriptions to 
Women so far this year 


Presbyterian 
than last. 


-Authorized an annual contribution 
of $300 to the Women’s Department 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance, of 
which Mrs. A. Walton Litz is current 
chairman. 





LECTURESHIP SERIES 

STARTS AT DAVIDSON 
DAVIDSON, N. C. — Pulitzer Prize 

winner Archibald MacLeish, author of 

the verse play “J. B.,” visited the 

Davidson College campus in the first 

of the R. J. Reynolds Lectureships pro- 






JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


vided by the Z. Smith Reynolds Foun- 
dation. 

Dr. MacLeish, Harvard University’s 
Boylston Professor of Rhetoric and 
Oratory since 1949, delivered two ad- 
dresses and met with campus literary 
organizations while at Davidson. 


A total of $100,000 of the 1959 
Reynolds Foundation grant of $450,- 
000 has been set aside for the lecture- 
ships. The endowment is expected to 
provide for four or five lectures in 
the course of a normal year, with 
speakers being invited from widely di- 
verse fields. The remainder of the 
grant has been designated for use in 
raising faculty salaries. 





LOVING NEIGHBORS 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
Biblical admonition, “Love thy 
neighbor,” is an easy one for the 
congregation of North Avenue 
church here. 


Since they started building a 
church in 1898 North Avenue Pres- 
byterians have found their neigh- 
bors extremely hospitable. While 
the first building was under con- 
struction they were invited to meet 
in a neighboring Methodist church. 
Now in the midst of a remodeling 
program, officers of the church have 
announced that the regular Monday 
night Bible classes conducted by 
Dr. Manford Geo. Gutzke are being 
held at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 


The Sunday morning services of 
the congregation are being held in 
the Tower Theatre next door. 
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FIRST PRE-BUDGET DRIVE 
CONVINCES SECOND CHURCH 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — After an in- 
itial experience, officers and members 
of Second Church here are convinced 
that the pre-budget canvass is the 
thing. 


Leaders of the church put the plan 
into effect for the first time this fall 
after attending a Memphis Presbytery 
stewardship meeting at which Dr. Bob 
Hodges of the General Council ex- 
plained pre-budget campaigning. 


Pledges totalling $236,000 were 
made the first Sunday afternoon of 
the canvass. Pledges obtained during 
the following three weeks brought the 
total to $333,000. It is expected that 
$350,000 will be raised by the begin- 
ning of the new church year. 


The congregation’s 1960 budget was 
$322,000, but only 80 per cent of it 
was raised in the post-budget cam- 
paign last fall. 


About 400 workers assisted in the 
canvass this year, and officers said the 
campaign aroused the enthusiasm of a 
great number of men who had never 
done any work of this type before. 
Leaders of the drive were Diaconate 
Chairman C. D. Askew, who was gen- 
eral chairman, and the ministers: Dr. 
Henry E. Russell, Dr. Bruce C. Boney 
and the Rev. Phil Esty. 


TO PURCHASE OFFICE 
BEDFORD, Va. — At its fall meet- 
ing at the Bedford church, Montgomery 
Presbytery arranged to buy a house in 
Roanoke to be used for the offices of 
the Presbytery. The Rev. Bryan Chil- 





dress was moderator. 
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CHILD CARE PROGRAM 
OF LOUISIANA UNIQUE 


MINDEN, La. — Only a year old, 
the Synod of Louisiana’s school for 
mentally retarded youth is already re- 
ceiving national attention for its ac- 
complishments. Evergreen Presby- 
terian Vocational School, located in a 
rural community near here, is now 
“home” for 18 boys ranging in age 
from 16 to 26. 


The school was adopted as the Syn- 
od’s Child Care program in May, 1959, 
and the first boy was admitted last 
October. Since that time barns, 
fences, chicken houses and corrals have 
been built, land has been cleared, or- 
chards have been planted, and the 
first crop of peanuts has been har- 
vested. 


The record of accomplishments in 
the field of student training has been 
greater, though, staff and directors 
believe. One of the young men who 
helped to build the barn was terrified 
to even stand on a chair when he came 
to Evergreen, according to the Rev. 
Ralyn Parkhill, the director. 


Because the staff and budget have 
been small admissions have been slow. 
Usually only one or two students are 


admitted at one time, and others do 
not come to the school until the last 
ones are well adjusted. 


The director is getting applications 
from all over the United States be- 
cause the school is the only one of its 
kind in the nation. Only “trainable” 
retardates — those with IQs ranging 
from about 40 to 70 — are enrolled. 
Other institutions provide custodial 
care for the mentally retarded, and 
some provide limited training. But 
at Evergreen the purpose is to mature 
the students so they can lead useful 
lives in society. It is expected that 
most of the students, after completing 
a four-year cycle at the school, will be 
able to work. 


An “Action in Education” award 
from Better Homes and Gardens has 
been presented to the Springhill As- 
sociation for Exceptional Children in 
neighboring Springhill for the part it 
played in getting the school started. 
With support from the Synod, such 
associations as the one in Springhill, 
and from interested individuals, the 
school is looking toward expansion. 
It is expected that girls will be ad- 
mitted as soon as adequate facilities 
can be provided. The Synod does not 
support an orphanage or any other 
type of child care program. 


ABINGDON HOME STAFF 
TAKES TRAINING COURSE 


FOSTER FALLS, Va. — (PN) — 
Abingdon Presbytery Children’s Home 
here was the scene of a three-day “In 
Service Training Program.” More 
than 30 persons representing the board 
of trustees of the home plus the mem- 
bers of the home’s staff took part. 


The program studied the many dif- 
ferent services that the home and as- 
sociated organizations offer the 25 
children there. Gordon Hanson, sec- 
retary of the Division of Homes and 
Christian Welfare of the Board of 
Church Extension from Atlanta, 
played a leading role in the training 
sessions. 


Mr. Hanson pointed out that the first 
effort should be made to keep children 
in their natural home as long as pos- 
sible with no ill effect, with the help 
of public and private agencies if neces- 
sary. But, when the time comes that 
some other place must be found for 
the children, Aid to Dependent Chil- 
dren agencies in many communities 
are a source of financial help, he ex- 
plained. He underlined the importance 
of counselling, both of children and 
parents, by case workers. 


The trustees of the Abingdon Home 


GIFT IDEA: Let the JOURNAL Do It! 


Use this handy order form to send Christmas gift subscriptions. The 
JOURNAL will do the rest, including sending an attractive card 


to announce your gift. 


Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the 
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RATES — $3 a year for 
each subscription. $2.50 a 
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hold an option on property in Wythe- 
ville, Va., and are considering a relo- 
cation in the near future. 





PERSEVERANCE—from p. 8 


Let increasing confidence in Christ be 
yours. What peace may be in your 
spirit! What joy in Christ is for 
you to know. He has you in His 
hand and will never let you go. 


No wonder Christians love it. No 
wonder Christians hold it firmly in 
memory. Psalm 23 is the psalm of 
the Perseverance of the saints: 


“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall 
not want. He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: He leadeth me be- 
side the still waters. He restoreth my 
soul. He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for His Name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod 
and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou 
preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: Thou an- 
ointest my head with oil; my cup run- 
neth over. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever.” 


* * > * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of Trinity 
church, Montgomery, Ala. 





WANTED — Christian Young Man 
with training in public education and 
recreation to direct educational-recre- 
ational program, and Young Adult 
Work for Presbyterian church of 700 
members. Reply Box 68, Weaverville, 
N. C. 





Books Wanted THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN DOCTRINE OF CHILDREN 
IN THE COVENANT, by Lewis 
Shenck, THE HISTORY OF INFANT 
BAPTISM, by William Wall, THE 
LEOPARD HUNTS ALONE, by Con- 
way Wharton. If you have these three 
books and will donate or sell them 
please let us hear from you. Address: 
Rev. Howard Cameron, 1184 Conway 
Road, Decatur, Ga. 





WANTED 
Contact with anyone desiring po- 
sition as Church D. C. E. Write 
“D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Ala. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 
9. After the Flood, A Rainbow 
DO YOU KNOW—God's greatest promise? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: I John 2:25; John 3:16; Genesis 9: 
13-16. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about God's promises? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God always keeps His promises. 
Hebrews 10:23; Titus | :2. 


SAFE IN THE ARK 

Genesis 7:1-9; 8:4-12. The Lord had given a wonderful in- 
vitation. He said, ““__ __ __ __ thou and all thy house (family) 
into the _.__ __.”” And they went in unto __ __ __ __ into the 
aS ES eS 
shut him __ _._ It rained for forty __ __ __ __ and forty nights. 
All flesh __ __ __ __, both man and animals, except those that 


were safe inside the _.____. After 150 days the waters started 
to go down and the ark finally rested upon the mountains of 
Noah sent forth a He also 
sent forth a __ __ __ __, which returned because she found no 
__. __ __ __ for the sole of her __._.___ __. The second time the 
dove was sent out, she returned with an olive __ __ __ __ in her 
mouth. This told Noah that the water was gone. The third 
time the dove did not return. 


NOAH’S PRAISE — GOD’S PROMISE 

Genesis 8:13-19. Then God spoke to Noah saying, ‘Go 
with your family. Bring forth with thee every 
thing that is with thee.’’ The first thing Noah 
did after leaving the ark was to build an unto the 


_. __ __ __, to tell God ‘““Thank you.’” What ways do we have 
of Thanking God’’? 


Genesis 9:8-14. God's promise to Noah; “Neither shall — __ __ 
flesh be cut off any —. _._ __ —_ by the — — — — ofa 
ee "" God gives a token, a sign, that He will never 
forget His promise. “1 do ____ __ my __ __ —__ in the cloud.” 


John 3:16. The rainbow is a sign of a promise, but John 3:16, 
gives us God's most wonderful promise; the promise of 
life if we believe in Christ. 
Eternal life means that we will live with God forever and ever. 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


How many New Testament letters did Paul write? 


(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 


Pe coag AMP 


x5 Books 


TOWARD HEALTH AND WHOLE- 
NESS, by Russell L. Dicks. The Mac- 
millan Company, New York, N. Y. 158 
pp. $3.50. 


‘3 
——T 





The author’s thesis is that the body’s 
powers of reserve, balance, compensa- 
tion, and defense make up the “heal- 
ing force of God.” Their persistence 
and dependability lead Him to say 
that God desires health for all. “Til- 
ness comes when the destructive emo- 
tions, which in and of themselves are 
not destructive, get out of control. 
Over against them operate the healing 
emotions. When these are strong and 
active, the wisdom of the mind and 
body successfully preserves health” (p. 
a2). 


The successive chapters. balance 
what Dicks sees as the eight healing 
emotions — faith, joy, self-awareness, 
hope, love, courage, creative work, and 
acceptance — against what he identi- 
fies as the eight major destructive emo- 
tions — anxiety, hostility, guilt, 
despair, loneliness, pain, boredom, and 
rejection. We assist God in the strug- 
gle for health as we strengthen the 
healing emotions. 


Readers familiar with The Art of 
Ministering to the Sick, in which the 
author collaborated with Dr. Richard 
C. Cabot, are likely to expect more 
than this book delivers. The basic 
idea is good but the development is 
not noteworthy. Besides, the work is 
marred by statements contrary to ac- 
cepted Christian truth. The writer in- 
dicates that there are times when God 
fails (p. 23). He has reservations 
concerning the Easter story: “I find 
it difficult to believe that the whole 
of history was pointed toward this 
event; that only Jesus was God of God 
and therefore achieved complete and 
total fulfillment in the crucifixion and 
resurrection. The record is not ad- 
equate: three short biographies with 
but a handful of people observing the 
event” (p. 75). 


He feels that Jesus seemed to have 
accepted certain beliefs of His time 
that we would not accept today (p. 
100). Most shocking of all is this 
pronouncement: “Jesus, like others, 
was at times tired; at times His pa- 
tience was pushed to the breaking 
point; His tolerance was tried beyond 
control. In such moments He uttered 
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statements that the writers reported. 
They are not His great insights. In 
these statements He does not reveal 
the compassionate mind of God or the 
deep, healing nature of the universe” 
(p. 138). For those who find in Jesus 
Christ the Power of God and the Wis- 
dom of God such abberant notions al- 
most nullify whatever good the book 
contains. 


—Samuel S. Wiley, D.D. 
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 
Chairman, General Assembly’s 
Permanent Committee on 
Christianity and Health 





BETWEEN GOD AND SATAN, by 
Helmut Thielicke. Trans. by C. C. Bar- 


ber. Wm. B. Eerdmans Co., Grand 
Rapids. 77 pp. $2.00. 
Thielicke wrote this book on the 


temptation of Jesus, during the years 
when the Christians of Germany need- 
ed strength to resist the ideological 
tyranny of Naziism. It is a good 
study for the present days of deaden- 
ing secularism. 


The Hamburg theologian develops 
the temptation in a series of insights 
that are novel in approach, exploratory 
in consideration, and forceful in ap- 
plication. The reader’s mind may 
march on a strange battlefield, but 
the ancient adversaries — God and 
Satan — are unmistakable. 


“The desert is our world; the temp- 
ter is our tempter; the forty days and 
nights are our time, and we are Jesus, 
for here He stands in our stead. Who 
are we then, O God, who are we?” 
As the author shows the reader that 
the temptation was really his own, 
(for Christ was in the flesh of man in 
our stead), the reader can experience 
the gnawing pangs of his own shrivelled 
stomach, the empirical glance of his 
own covetous eye, and the swelling 
beat of his own proud and avaricious 
heart and breast. 

—Rev. George H. Kirker 
Geneva, Ala. 





THE PASTOR’S PRAYERBOOK, 
selected and arranged by Robert N. 
Rodenmayer. Oxford University Press, 
N. Y., 319 pp. $5.00. 


Dr. Rodenmayer has compiled in 
compact form a collection of 641 
prayers clearly arranged in twenty- 
three categories. The categories in- 
clude, certainly, most any occasion for 
prayer that the minister might have. 


NOVEMBER 23, 


In addition, he lists the author of 
every prayer, where this is possible, 
and has a complete index of the au- 
thors, so that a minister preferring 
the prayers of a certain man can readi- 
ly find these. 


Some of the most frequent con- 
tributors to this prayer book are: 
Charles Henry Brent, Sherman El- 
bridge Johnson, Francis J. Moore, 
Henry Sylvester Nash, John Wallace 
Suter, Miles Lowell Yates, and the 
author himself. 


Ministers who frequently seek the 
prayers of others as aids to their pub- 
lic prayers will find this book well 
done and helpful. 


—Rev. Jack B. Scott 
Springfield, Ky. 





STORIES OF CIVIL WAR SONGS, 
by Ernest K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde 
Company, Natick, Mass. 96 pp. $2.50. 

STORIES OF YULETIDE, by Ernest 
K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Company, 
Natick, Mass. 113 pp. $2.00. 


Here are two delightful books deal- 
ing with rather unusual subjects in a 
refreshing manner. It is pleasant to 
read something now and then which 
is not calculated to persuade, cajole 
or high-pressure the reader. This au- 
thor, pastor of the Elm Avenue Meth- 
odist Church, Portsmouth, Va., has no 
ax to grind. 


STORIES OF CIVIL WAR SONGS. 
Did you know that “Dixie” was written 
by a northerner? or that “The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic’ came from 
a Georgia camp-meeting tune and re- 
frain? Such information is given in 
this little book, along with interesting 
details concerning the writing and pop- 
ularity of “Maryland, My Maryland,” 
“Marching Through Georgia” and oth- 
ers. The favorite hymns of Lincoln, 
Lee and Stonewall Jackson are dra- 
matically recalled and discussed. A 
chapter is devoted to “He Leadeth 
Me,” a popular hymn from this period. 


STORIES OF YULETIDE. This is a 
sequel to Mr. Emurian’s “Stories of 
Christmas Carols.”” Everyone loves to 
sing “Silent Night,” but how many 
know the thrilling story behind it? 
Here it is, together with the stories 
of “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne,” 
“QO Come, O Come, Immanuel,” “In 
the Bleak Mid-Winter” and “Good 
King Wenceslaus.” An intriguing ac- 
count of the story behind the poin- 
settia, the Christmas flower, and an 
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enlightening sketch of “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” will furnish 
the average reader with fascinating in- 
formation he does not likely possess. 
Sprinkled through the book are 
Christmas poems, some of which were 
written by the author. 


A subtle sense of humor enlivens 
both books. For relaxing reading or 
an unusual gift, either of these will 
be appreciated. 


—Rev. Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





INSPIRING DEVOTIONAL PRO- 
GRAMS FOR WOMEN’S GROUPS, by 
Lelia T. Ammerman. W. A. Wilde 
Company, Natick, Mass., 62 pp., $1.95. 


The primary purpose of this vol- 
ume is to provide resource materials 
for devotional programs for adult 
groups. The materials, though not 
outstanding, are suitable for adult Bi- 
ble classes and laymen’s meetings, as 
well as women’s groups. 


In addition to seventeen brief de- 
votional programs, there is a simple 
installation service for officers and a 
short chapter which emphasizes the 
three “P’s” for adult classes — prayer, 
projects, and progress. Each devo- 
tional program is planned around a 
central theme, such as beauty, self- 
control, gentleness, joy, praise, faith, 
loyalty. 


The outline of each program con- 
tains a thought for the month, sug- 
gested hymns, Scripture, and a prayer. 
A unique feature of this book is the 
addition of suggestions for decorations, 
refreshments, and games which may 
prove of only moderate interest to 
adult hostesses. 


—Virginia M. Langston 
Baton Rouge, La. 





In the course of a book review in 
the Nev. 2 Journal, Dr. T. Watson 
Street’s contribution to the Centennial 
literature o four Church was titled, 
THIS PLOT IN GOD’S VINEYARD. 
The book, as published, appears not 
with the above title, but as THE 
STORY OF SOUTHERN PRESBY- 
TERIANS. 





How oft the sight of means to do 
ill deeds 


Makes ill deeds done! — Shake- 


| speare. 





This boy may be your son. He’s looking for a touchdown today—and 
for a college education tomorrow. But his number will double in the 
next ten years. And colleges, if they are to accommodate the increase, 
must expand now. They need to increase faculty strength, attract more 
first-rate minds into the teaching profession, build classrooms, labora- 


tories, and dormitories. 


Our Presbyterian colleges and seminaries must keep pace. Consider 
your responsibility to the young people of tomorrow; then give to help 
these Presbyterian schools meet their opportunities. 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


SENIOR COLLEGES 


Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga 

Arkansas College, Batesville, Ark 

Austin College, Sherman, Tex 

Selhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 

Centre College, Danville, Ky 

Consolidated Presbyterian College 
of North Carolina, Laurinburg, N. C 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, NC 
Peace College, Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, NC 

Davidson College, Davidson. N. C 

Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, W. Va. 

Florida Presbyterian College, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 


Hampden-Sydney 
Sydney, Va. 
King College, Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Va. 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern at Memphis, Memphis, Teun. 
Stillman College. Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster College, Fulton, Mo. 
JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees Junior College, Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk, N. C. 
Montreat Anderson College, Montreat, N.C. 
School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Miss. 
Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas 


College, Hampden- 


SEMINARIES 


Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 

Presbyterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Va. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 








Q DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION , 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 

BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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MINISTERS 


J. L. Coppock, from Roanoke, Va., 
to Norfolk Presbytery to accept a 
call from the Home Missions Com- 
mittee. 


Paul T. Eckel, from graduate study 
to the Buchanan and Virginia 
churches in Montgomery Presbytery. 


Thomas W. Apperson, from Candor, 
N. C., to the St. Charles Ave. church, 
New Orleans, La., as assistant pas- 
tor. 


Fernando Gutierrez, from San Mar- 
cos, Texas, to El Principe de Paz 
church, Mercedes, Texas. 

P. B. Burleigh, from Lakeland, Fla., 
to 2400 Schon Drive, Cincinnati 31, 
Ohio. 

Glenn B. Robinson, from Waxhaw, 
N. C., to the Johnston Memorial 
church, Charlotte, N. C. 

John E. Murray, from graduate work 
to the First Church, Ensley, Ala. 
Donald R. Esty, has become Pastor 
of the South Highland church, Bir- 
mingham, Ala., where he has been 
serving as Assistant Pastor. 





DEATHS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor of 
the Tenth Church, Philadelphia, and 
editor of Eternity magazine, died 
of a heart attack following a brain 
operation, Nov. 5, 1960. 





LETTERS 
ELECTION vs. REPROBATION 


On your Nov. 2 cover you quote 
the summation of Paul’s argument for 
the absolute sovereignty of God, in 
which he contrasts the “vessels of 
wrath” (v. 22) and the “vessels of 
mercy” (v. 28). It should be noted 
that the Greek does not imply that they 
are predestined in the same degree, one 
to glory and one to destruction. The 
“vessels of mercy” are said to be 
“prepared before,’ whereas the “ves- 
sels of wrath” are simply “fitted.” 


It would seem that the sense of this 
passage is that whereas God is sov- 
ereign and is no respecter of persons, 
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nevertheless He does not exercise His 
will in reprobation in the manner He 
acts in election. Paul clearly states 
that God prepares His elect before- 
hand, but the reprobates are “endured 
with much longsuffering!’ 


This is not to argue a universalism. 
I believe men are going to Hell and 
there is a desperate urgency to the 
Gospel. Simply stated, however, the 
Seriptural (and Reformed) position 
would seem to be this: when a man 
rises in faith, he gives all the glory 
to God, but when he turns away, as 
Adam did and men continue to do, 
it is their own doing! God’s Will is 
in no way thwarted by men, but a 
clear distinction must be made be- 
tween the permissive and active Will 
of God. More accurately, I suppose, 
we should say that men can only will 
to do evil unless they are born from 
above by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


—Winton Enloe 
Columbia Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 





SHORTER CATECHISM AWARDS 


I have noted with interest in the 
Journal the names of those who have 
been awarded King James Bibles for 
reciting the Shorter Catechism. In 
our church there is a definite program 
of learning the catechisms, beginning 
down in the Nursery with the Child’s 
Catechism and going through the Jun- 
ior Department where the Shorter 
Catechism is completed. As a result 
the number of awards in this church 
is rather large. (We have over a thou- 
sand in S.S.). 


I am sure you are aware of the 
reluctance of the Board of Educa- 
tion to give King James Version Bi- 
bles for catechism recitation. The 
awards Bibles are now the RSV. I 
am wondering if it will be possible for 
us to participate in the awards pro- 
gram of the Journal as a Sunday 
School? My hesitancy in mentioning 
this is due to the fact that we have 
such a large number each year it 
might deplete your supply. Perhaps 
we could take some of the financial 
responsibility in this matter? 


—D.C.E. 


Our offer of a beautiful (and ex- 
pensive) King James Bible for each 
recitation of the Shorter Catechism was 
made without reservations or qualifica- 


tions. (The award does not include 
the Child’s Catechism). Whosoever 


will may claim this award. However, 
we will confess that the drain on our 
resources has been quite heavy and if 
it grows further we will shortly at- 
tain a state of acute embarrassment. 
Perhaps congregations wishing to take 
advantage of our offer will be willing 
to help with the expense ?—Ed. 





THANKS FROM MEXICO 


Because of the good will of some- 
body I have the blessing of receiving 
the Journal regularly. I want to take 
this means to thank that “somebody” 
and you for sending me this paper. It 
is a real blessing in my ministry... 
But especially I want to congratulate 
you and the men who work with you 
for the emphasis you are putting on 
the doctrinal aspects of our faith. Oh 
how we do need to go back to the fun- 
damental doctrines of the faith! To 
me that means to go back to the true 
teachings of the Bible. Please go on 
with this effort and please continue 
sending me the Journal. May God 
bless you richly in your work. I am 
praying for you and for the testimony 
of the Journal. 


—(Rev.) Benjamin Alvarez 
Zitacuaro, Mexico 


The Rev. Mr. Alvarez is Stated Clerk 
of the Presbyterian Church of Mexico. 
A photograph of the newly dedicated 
sanctuary of the Zitacuaro church ap- 


peared in the Jan. 6 JOURNAL.—Ed. 





POTPOURRI 


Since subscribing to your magazine 
I am a better-informed Presbyterian. 
Each time I open it, I do so with an- 
ticipation and am never disappointed. 
I just pray for grace to follow Peter’s 
advice: “. . . and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you...” 


—Mrs. George M. Venable 
Ellerslie, Ga. 





I don’t know who it was that gave 
you my name to send a sample copy 
of the Journal, but I am sincerely 
grateful to them. I now read the 
Journal from cover to cover almost 
from the time the postman delivers it. 
Need I say more? 


—Mrs. Ruth C. Hurt 
Chula Vista, Calif. 
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